Despite rise in complaints, no. of
cases investigated slid to 132 last
year; most involve private sector

PearlLee

The number of corruption cases
scrutinised by the Corrupt Practic-
es Investigation Bureau (CPIB) fell
to a new low last year despite a rise
in complaints.

Its latest annual statistics show it
received 877 complaints last year,
up from 736 in 2014 and 792 in
2013.

Of these, 132 cases were subse-
quently pursued, down from 136 in
2014 and 1521in 2013.

Of the cases pursued last year, 11
per cent involved public officers - a
drop of 4 points against the previ-

ous year. The rest were private-sec-
tor cases.

The CPIB also said about 120 peo-
ple were prosecuted last year. And
nine in 10 of them were from the pri-
vate sector, mainly from three sec-
tors: construction, marine services
and procurement services.

The bureau also pursues non-cor-
ruption offences uncovered inits in-
vestigation and those found crimi-
nally involved are taken to court.

The bureau released the corrup-
tion figures yesterday, which coin-
cides with the opening of its roving
exhibition at the National Library.
The show, “Declassified: Corrup-
tion Matters”, was opened by Prime
Minister Lee Hsien Loong.

He reiterated Singapore’s strict
anti-corruption stand, saying no
one is immune from being investi-
gated. The CPIB can investigate any-
one, including ministers, he added.

“Everyone knows that when the

Corruption cases probed
by CPIB fall to new low

CPIB calls you up to lim kopi, it is
not a casual invitation,” he said, re-
ferring to the Hokkien phrase for
“drink coffee”.

To enforce the law, the CPIB is
keptindependent, he said.

Mr Lee attributes Singapore’s low
corruption figures to three factors:
strong political leadership, a robust
and comprehensive anti-corrup-
tion framework, and a society that
eschews corruption.

Elaborating, he said Singapore’s
first prime minister Lee Kuan Yew
and his team knew the country had
to start from a clean slate of no cor-
ruption.

“They understood that one term
of an incompetent, corrupt govern-
ment, and the system will go cor-
rupt, and the cancer would be em-
bedded in the system.”

It was symbolic, he added, that
Mr Lee Kuan Yew and his People’s
Action Party colleagues wore white

shirts and trousers at their first
swearing-in ceremony, and made
the all-white outfit the party’s uni-
form.

“It symbolised their determina-
tion to keep the Government clean
and incorruptible, and it has set the
tone for Singapore ever since.”

Singaporeans, too, expect a clean
system, and do not condone giving
or accepting gifts to get things
done. “They readily report corrupt
practices when they encounter
them. Singaporeans trust the law ap-
plies to all and that the Government
will enforce the laws without fear
or favour,” said PM Lee.

Still, Singapore cannot perma-
nently and completely eradicate
corruption, which is driven by hu-
man nature and greed, he noted.

But when people succumb to the
temptation, “we must make sure
they are caught and dealt severely
with”, he said.

PM Lee also honoured public-
and private-sector individuals who
have rejected bribes in their course
of work. They were presented with
commendation plaques.

The exhibition, which charts
Singapore’s anti-corruption jour-
ney, will be at the National Library
in Victoria Street until May 22.
From June to October, it will be on
the move, to libraries in Tampines,
Bishan, Jurong and Woodlands.
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